Latin American Studies

Final Exam Review Guide







    C Period – Mr. Brook

A note about the exam format:

The map labeling will be multiple choice.  There may be other multiple-choice questions.  There will be fill-in-the-blanks.  There will be identifications, and they will be the core of the exam.  Themes will primarily be tested through short-answer questions and/or a choice of essays.

A note about studying:

Study hard.

I. Geography & National Identity
· Be able to identify the capital cities of the countries we studied in-depth (Argentina, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, Cuba) or discussed in class (Venezuela, Costa Rica)

· Be able to identify the flags of those same countries and the colors/significance of their features – especially for those we discussed in class (Argentina, Chile, and Mexico)

· Be able to label these features on a map of Latin America:

Physical Features

Pacific Ocean

Atlantic Ocean

Caribbean Sea

Gulf of Mexico

Baja California

Yucatan Peninsula

Isthmus of Panama

Galapagos Islands

Guiana Highlands

Amazon Basin

Mato Grosso Plateau

Brazilian Highlands

Atacama Desert

Andes Mountains

Patagonia

Pampas

Strait of Magellan

Cape Horn

Tierro del Fuego

Falkland Islands

Political Features

Mexico

Bahamas

Cuba

Jamaica

Haiti

Dominican Republic

Puerto Rico

Barbados

Trinidad & Tobago

Guatemala

Belize

El Salvador

Honduras

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

Panama

Ecuador

Colombia

Venezuela

Guyana

Suriname

French Guiana

Peru

Brazil

Bolivia

Paraguay

Chile

Argentina

Uruguay

II. Identification
Be able to identify and describe each of the following items – ask yourself if you can write a brief but rich paragraph about each that accurately reflects its significance.  Please note that I’ve added some items to this list in this revised version of the review guide.

Pre-Independence

Olmecs

Aztecs

Incas

Quetzlcoátl

Montezuma

Caudillos

Viceroys

Peninsulares

Mestizos

Mulattoes

Argentina

Eva Peron

Juan Peron

Dirty War

los desaparecidos

Madres de la Plaza Mayo

Nestor Kirchner

Cristina Kirchner

Chile

Bernardo O’Higgins

Diego Portales

Cueca

Salvador Allende

Augusto Pinochet

Brazil

Pedro Cabral

Dom Pedro I

Dom Pedro II

Paraguayan War

Getulio Vargas

Estada Novo

Samba

“the beautiful game”

Mexico

Hernán Cortes

Porfirio Diaz

Adam-Onis Treaty

Stephen F. Austin

Sam Houston

Winfield Scott

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

California Land Act

Maxmilian

Mexican Revolution

Victoriano Huerta

Pancho Villa

Zimmerman Telegram

bracero programs

Operation Wetback

NAFTA

Frida Kahlo

Cuba

Ten Years' War 

U.S. battleship Maine /  Spanish-American War 

Platt Amendment 

Tomás Estrada Palma 

Guantánamo Bay 

Charles E. Magoon 

Batista

Che Guevara

Fidel Castro

Bay of Pigs

U.S. trade embargo

Cuban missile crisis

Mariel boat lift

Dissolution of the Soviet Union

Domestic economic reforms

U.S.-Cuba immigration agreement

Visit to Cuba by Pope John Paul II

Elián González

Venezuela

Simon Bolivar

Hugo Chavez

III. Themes
You should obviously know the basic history of each country we studied in depth.  Beyond the broad timeline for each, I emphasized certain overarching themes, some of which I’ll attempt to put into focus here.  This list is not meant to be comprehensive, but thematic questions are likely to be drawn from these or related topics.  If you know the ID terms inside and out, you should be well prepared for any thematic questions not reflected on this list.

I’ve phrased the topics in a test-like fashion to help you see how they might appear on the exam.

· What geographic developments led to humans first arriving in Latin America?

· What civilizations were extant (already existed) in Latin America when Europeans arrived, and what effect did the European “discovery” of Latin America have on its inhabitants?

· Compare and contrast Portuguese and Spanish colonial rule.  How did their systems of government and tax collection differ?  Which system more directly led to revolution and independence?

· Trace the history of independent Latin America by discussing the major characteristics of the Five Phases.

· Explain how economic developments in Latin America affected social and economic outcomes.

· Discuss the Import/Export model and its impact on Latin America overall and/or on individual countries (e.g. reliance on sugar exports in Cuba or the import of the raw materials of industrialization region-wide) 

· Explain the persistent link between Latin America and the rest of the world.  Why have Latin America’s fortunes historically mirrored good and bad times in the rest of the world?  How have the political and economic investments of other countries impacted Latin America?

· Discuss the scars left on Argentina and Chile by their respective histories of repression.

· Discuss the prominent role women have played in Argentine history.

· Why did the U.S.A. get involved in the Chilean coup that overthrew Salvador Allende?

· Trace and explain the history of Cuba as it relates to the United States.

· Why is the U.S.A. so opposed to the rule of Fidel Castro?

· Trace and explain the history of Mexico as it relates to the United States.

· What were the pros and cons of NAFTA for each country?

· Discuss the challenge of immigration from Latin America in the United States.

· Why might American students studying Latin America take a myopic approach?

· Latin America: who cares?

