World Studies

Semester 1 Exam Review Guide





  Periods A, D, & F – Mr. Brook

A note about the exam format & content:

The exam shares its format with the exam Ms. Billy has prepared for her section.  Approximately 90 multiple-choice/matching questions will be followed by about 30 short answer questions.  In terms of content, however, my exam and Ms. Billy’s are like fraternal twins only.  On the one hand, they are definitely related, with lots of resemblance and abundant similarities.  On the other hand, there are some differences – they’re certainly not identical.  Ultimately, though, your preparation for either exam would largely be the same.

A note about studying:

Remember that this review is not meant to be comprehensive – it outlines the basic content of the chapters but does not wave a flag about what’s most important, cover everything, or go into any detail.  Before you mess around with this review, you should first study your notes from class in depth, then study your guided reading sheets and the vocabulary there.  We covered some chapters in less classroom detail than others, so make sure you especially focus on the guided reading sheets on those.  Your splendidly organized notebook will be very helpful as you study…  Again, rather than starting with this review sheet, come back to it to check how effective your preparation has been.

Study hard.

Chapter 1

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  geography, history, artifact, geology, archaeology, nomad, artisan, cultural diffusion, polytheistic, monotheistic

· People(s) and Places:  Paleolithic, Neolithic

· Understand geography’s importance to historical discovery

· Explain what a historian does

· Describe the Neolithic revolution

· List the characteristics of the Old Stone Age and the achievements of people during that era

· Understand why and how civilizations change

· Understand the importance of rivers on the development of civilizations

· Describe the impact of the agricultural revolution on civilization

Chapter 2

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  pharaoh, cuneiform, pyramid, hieroglyphics, Code of Hammurabi

· People(s) and Places:  Egyptians, Nubians, Assyrians, Sumerians

· Understand the influence of Nubians on Egyptian culture

· Describe how Egyptians viewed their pharaohs

· Understand why Egyptians developed their writing system

· Describe the influence of city-states on Sumeria

· Understand the differences and similarities between Egypt and Sumeria

· Identify why the Code of Hammurabi was a great achievement
· Describe the beliefs and practices of Judaism
Chapter 3

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial): Mahabharata, Ramayana, Bhagavad-Gita, yin and yang, feudalism, Mandate of Heaven, dynastic cycle, mystic

· People(s) and Places:  Aryans, Rama, Sita, Vedic Age, Shang Dynasty

· Identify the sites of early Indian civilizations

· Describe the Indus Valley civilization, both its achievements and its mystery

· Describe the shift in roles Aryans faced during the Vedic Age

· Describe the Mahabharata
· Identify important Aryan religious beliefs

· Describe feudalism in ancient China

· Understand the role of the Huan-He river on ancient China

· Identify the accomplishments of China

· Describe the dynastic cycle

Chapter 4

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  Deccan plateau, golden age, Legalism, Daoism, Buddhism, caste, karma, Confucianism, Buddhism, filial piety, Silk Road, Great Wall, civil service, reincarnation

· People(s) and Places:  Confucius, Maurya Empire, Gupta Empire

· Understand the basic beliefs of Buddhism

· Understand the basic beliefs of Hinduism

· Describe the similarities and differences between Hindus and Buddhists

· Identify the geography of India

· Describe the Gupta empire’s golden age and why they had it

· Describe the purpose, rules, and the effects of the caste system

· Describe the philosophies and religions of ancient China
Chapter 5

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  oligarchy, democracy, theocracy, rhetoric

· People(s) and Places:  Aristotle, Alexander the Great

· Explain the significance of the Greece’s geography

· Identify the differences between Sparta and Athens

· Describe the causes and effects of the Peloponnesian War

· Identify the influences and characteristics of Greek art, theater, and architecture

· Describe the beliefs and philosophy of Aristotle

· Describe the beliefs and philosophy of Plato
· Identify Alexander’s achievements and how they impacted culture
Chapter 6

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial): Pax Romana

· People(s) and Places:  Augustus, Diocletian, Constantine, Theodosius, Julius Caesar

· Describe the Pax Romana

· Explain the reasons the civil wars that helped in the decline of the Roman republic

· Describe the effects of gaining wealth and an empire on Rome

· Describe Rome’s attitude towards people of other religions
· Explain the reasons for the “fall” of Rome
Chapter 7

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  

· People(s) and Places: Mayans, Incas, Aztecs, Sapa Inca

· Explain why Mayans developed a solar calendar

· Describe the Mayan government

· Identify the achievements of the Mayan civilization

· Describe the purpose and effects of the Incan road system
· Describe how environment influenced Native American cultures

Chapter 8

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial): Treaty of Verdun, Battle of Tours, battlement, chivalry, vassals, feudalism, salvation, excommunication, guilds, three-field system, Middle Ages, peasants, nobles

· People(s) and Places:  Charlemagne, Charles Martel

· Explain how Charlemagne united his empire

· Describe the achievements of Charlemagne

· Explain the significance of the Battle of Tours

· Describe the purpose and layout of castles

· Describe chivalry

· Understand feudalism in medieval Europe

· Explain why the Roman Catholic Church had so much power in the middle ages

· Describe the role of monks and nuns during the middle ages

· Understand why some wanted to reform the Roman Catholic Church during medieval times
· Identify the new agricultural technologies of the middle ages and their effects
Chapter 9

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  Magna Carta, monarch, Parliament, manor economy, self-sufficient, Concordat of Worms, investiture, treaty, edict, crusade, common law, vernacular, schism, persecuted, Hundred Years’ War, Black Death

· People(s) and Places:  Joan of Arc, Gregory VII, Roman Catholic Church

· Explain the importance of the Magna Carta and other advancements in law

· Identify English advancements in law and government and how they impact our modern world

· Describe the manor economy

· Explain the purpose and effect(s) of the Concordat of Worms

· Understand the conflict(s) between the Holy Roman Emperors and the popes during the medieval times

· Explain why Germany remained disunited during medieval times

· Understand the causes, goals, and effects of the Crusades

· Describe the state of the Roman Catholic Church in the late Middle Ages

· Explain who Joan of Arc is and why she is remembered

· Describe the Black Death and its effects

· Identify why the late Middle Ages was a time of decline

Chapter 10

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial): strait, authoritarian, autocratic, barter

· People(s) and Places:  Justinian, Ivan the Terrible, Golden Horde, Byzantine church

· Explain the impact of the Byzantine Empire on later civilizations

· Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the Byzantine economy

· Describe the rule of early Russian leaders

Chapter 11

· Vocabulary (official and unofficial):  Five Pillars of Islam, Quran, pilgrimage, banking

· People(s) and Places: Muhammad, Avicenna, Sunni, Shiite, Sikhs

· Describe Muhammad’s life before and after he became Islam’s prophet

· List and explain the Five Pillars of Islam

· Describe the similarities between Muslims, Jews, and Christians

· Explain the schism between Sunnis and Shiites

· Identify Avicenna’s achievements

· Describe the effects of the Muslim invasion of India

· Identify the influences and characteristics of Sikhism

· Describe the relationship between Muslim and Hindu faiths and why that relationship existed
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