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African Studies

Spring 2008 – Mr. Brook

Final Exam Review Guide
This review guide is a guide only – it’s designed to help you study, but it’s not designed to be comprehensive.

Format

The exam may consist of multiple-choice, matching, and/or short answer questions.  You’ll likely be asked to write a summative essay that communicates the breadth of your learning in the entire class.  Bring pencils with which to fill out the Scan-Tron; you’ll be able to write on the test or provided separate paper for subjective questions. 

Content

You’re responsible for the content of our class discussions/lectures, current events we covered, videos, class handouts, the sections of the book you read, and all the content on or linked from the website (be sure to click “next page” at the bottom to see older posts).

For the second half of the class, review the Q2 pre-exam practice test and your notes from when we went through it in class.  As we discussed in class, I wrote many of the “Which of the following is NOT…” questions specifically so that you’d have three correct items to study from each.

Reacquaint yourself with the political map of Africa.  While I won’t ask you to label every single country on the continent the way we did at the beginning of the semester, I do expect you to at least be able to identify the following major countries on a map:

Algeria

Angola

Botswana

Cameroon

Chad

Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast)

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Egypt

Ethiopia

Ghana

Kenya

Liberia

Libya

Madagascar

Morocco

Mozambique

Namibia

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

Sudan

Tanzania

Tunisia

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Study your reading outlines.  You should have outlines on the following topics:

African geography

Historical context


African politics

AIDS/malaria


Women & development

Education


Environment & conservation

Remember that we covered and read more than just the book sections – organize your handouts and notes that go beyond the information in the book.

Other topics include:
Misconceptions

The Great Escarpment

Colonialism

Stanley & Livingstone

“The White Man’s Burden”

The Berlin Conference

The colonial legacy

Interaction between diseases

Social marketing

The impact of communism in Africa

Religion

ICT & the digital gap

the history of South Africa / apartheid / Nelson Mandela

“The New Apartheid”

Lingering resentment by whites in South Africa

the Rwandan genocide

the election crises in Zimbabwe & Kenya

Great Zimbabwe

Rolling electrical blackouts

Soccer & the World Cup

Ivory trade bans

Rhino conservation

The College of the Sacred Heart

The schools & conservation in Kwa Zulu Natal & the Tembe region

Political corruption

Happiness vs. optimism

Population growth

Finally, think back to the beginning of the class and consider what you knew about the continent of Africa then, compared to what you know now.  Reflect.

Study hard.
