Limits on Absolutism: The Development of the British Parliamentary System
1215
Magna Carta
•

1295
Model Parliament
•
•

attempts to limit
power of the king

•

Judgment by peers for all
freemen.

•

Justice could not be denied,
delayed, or sold.

•

Taxes levied only with advice
of a “Great Council.”

ELIZABETH I
r. 1558-1603

CHARLES I
r. 1625-1649

Under King Edward I.

•

Established the “power of the
purse” concept.

She rarely called Parliament
into session.

•

Had difficulty living within the
income that Parliament gave
her.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

James II abdicates & leaves
England.
Parliament invites William of
Orange and wife Mary
[Charles II’s Protestant
daughter] to take British
throne WITH CONDITIONS!

•
•
•

Restored the Stuart monarchy to the British
throne.
HABEAS CORPUS ACT —> guaranteed a statement of charges, bail, and a fair & speedy trial
for every Englishman.

Arbitrary taxes & arrests.
1628 Petition of Rights
No imprisonment with a charge.
Trial by a jury of one’s peers.
No taxation without Parliament’s consent.
No quartering of soldiers in private homes.

1640 Triennial Act —> Parliament must be called into session
after three years by the King.

1653-1660
Puritan
Republic

1660-1688
Restoration

Bloodless.

Believed in “divine right” monarchy.

◊
◊
◊
◊

•

1688
“Glorious”
Revolution

Tried to rule without consulting Parliament.

•
•
•

Oliver Cromwell, “Lord Protector.”
Puritan state.
Instrument of Government —> first
modern written Constitution!

1642-1653
English
Civil War
•
•
•
•

Cavaliers vs. Roundheads
Divine-right monarchy abolished.
Parliament only has power to tax.
Religious issues continue [Ireland]

Charles II —> didn’t interfere with Parliament.
James II —> claimed divine-right again and
proclaimed himself a Catholic.

WILLIAM & MARY
r. 1688-1702

•
•
•
•

1689 ENGLISH BILL OF
RIGHTS —> Parliament is now
stronger than the monarchy.

18c:

•

1689 Act of Toleration
1701 Act of Settlement

Emergence of political parties:
WHIGS
vs
- Parliamentarians
- middle class bourgeoisie interests
- pro-business

1707 Act of Union

•

Development of a Cabinet system and
Prime Minister.

TORIES
- Royalists
- lesser lords
- pro–old landed gentry
- pro-Anglican Church
- suspicious of towns &
business interests.

